
 

Waste stream specific EU regulations 

▸ Directive on packaging and packaging waste 

▸ Directive on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) 

▸ Directive on end-of-life vehicles 

▸ Directive on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators 

▸  

▸ Other directives, incl.  

Directive on the protection of the environment when sewage sludge is used in agriculture 

Directive 2006/21/EG on the management of waste from extractive industries  

 

Directive on packaging and packaging waste 

Directive 94/62/EC of 20 December 1994 on packaging and packaging waste  

amended by Directive 2004/12/EC of 11 February 2004, and Directive 2013/2/EU of 7 February 2013 

References OJ L 365, 31.12.1994; OJ L 284, 31.10.2003; OJ L 47, 18.2.2004; OJ L 70, 16.3.2005; OJ L 87, 

31.3.2009; OJ L 37/10, 08.02.2013; OJ L 115, 6.5.2015 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31994L0062 

Main content / 

objective 

The main objectives are to harmonize the differing national measures concerning the manage-

ment of packaging and packaging in order, on the one hand, to prevent and reduce the impacts 

thereof on the environment and, on the other hand, to ensure the functioning of the internal 

market and to avoid obstacles to trade and distortion and restriction of competition. 

Principal  

definitions 
The Directive covers all packaging placed on the market in the Community and all packaging 

waste, whether it is used or released at industrial, commercial, office, shop, service, household 

or any other level, regardless of the material used. Directive 2004/12/EC (amending Directive 

94/62/EC) establishes criteria clarifying the definition of the term "packaging" whilst Directive 

2013/2/EU extends this by a list of illustrative examples to clarify additional cases where the 

borderline between what is packaging and what is not, was unclear. 

Key provisions ▸ the management of packaging and packaging waste should include as a first priority the 

prevention of packaging waste 

▸ recovery and recycling of packaging wastes must be ensured for which Member States 

have to introduce systems for the return and/or collection of used packaging to attain 

specific targets for the recovery and recycling of packaging materials. Accordingly the 

following minimum recycling targets must be met since 31 December 2008:  

- 60 % by weight for glass, 

- 60 % by weight for paper and cardboard, 

- 50 % by weight for metals, 

- 22.5 % by weight for plastics, whereby only those amounts will be considered which 

are fully recyclable into plastics again, 

- 15 % by weight for wood. 

▸ the use of plastic bags in Member States must be progressively reduced, with an initial 

threshold of 90 bags per person per year by 2019, followed by 40 bags in 2025. From 

2019 vendors will no longer be allowed to give away customers plastic bags for free un-

less other measures ensure compliance with the reduction goals 

▸ harmonised databases for monitoring the implementation of the directive objectives 

must be developed 

▸ lays down essential requirements as to the composition and the reusable and recovera-

ble (including recyclable) nature of packaging, whereas especially the presence of nox-

ious metals and other substances with significant environmental impact in packaging 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31994L0062
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32004L0012
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013L0002
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013L0002
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should be limited.  

 

Directive on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) 

Directive 2012/19/EU of 4 July 2012 on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) 

References OJ L 197, 24.07.2012 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32012L0019&qid=1438929351669 

Main content / 

objective 

Principal target of the Directive is the prevention of waste electrical and electronic equipment 

(WEEE) together with a promotion of the reuse, recycling and other forms of recovery of such 

wastes so as to reduce their disposal. In this context it also aims at improving the environmen-

tal performance of all operators involved in the life cycle of electrical and electronic equipment. 

Principal  

definitions 
Electrical and electronic equipment and the waste of it (WEEE) refers to items from households 

and the commercial sector which is dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in 

order to work properly and equipment for the generation, transfer and measurement of such 

currents and fields. Excluded from the scope of this directive is electrical and electronic equip-

ment which served special military purposes, exceeds certain voltage and filament bulbs 

Key provisions ▸ the design and production of electrical and electronic equipment which take into ac-

count and facilitate dismantling and recovery, in particular the reuse and recycling of 

WEEE, their components and materials is to be encouraged 

▸ appropriate measures in order to minimize the disposal of WEEE as unsorted municipal 

waste and separate collection of WEEE from households shall be adopted 

▸ the possibility for end-users to return small WEEE free of charge and with no obligation 

to buy EEE of an equivalent type must be created by retail shops above a certain size 

▸ stipulates producer responsibility obligations in that producers shall provide at least for 

the financing of the collection, treatment, recovery and environmentally sound disposal 

of WEEE from private households deposited at collection facilities 

▸ mandatory collection rates to help the installation of effective collection systems (till 

2019 minimum collection of 45 % of the average weight of EEE placed on the market, 

from 2019, 65 % or alternatively 85 % of WEEE generated ) 

▸ recovery and recycling rates depending on product categories with a minimum of 

75%/85% of recovery and 55–80% of recycling from 2016  

▸ demands specific treatment for WEEE using best available treatment, recovery and recy-

cling techniques and a minimum takeout of certain substances during the treatment 

▸ establishes minimum criteria to distinguish between reusable appliances and WEEE 

when being shipped  

▸ obliges producers to provide information on reuse and treatment options for each type 

of new electronic equipment put on the market 

▸ stipulates an inspection and monitoring infrastructure through which the proper imple-

mentation of the directive can be verified 

▸ demands to draw up registers on producers and collect information, including substan-

tiated estimates, on an annual basis on the quantities and categories of electrical and 

electronic equipment put on their market, collected through all routes, reused, recycled 

and recovered within the Member States, and on collected waste exported, by weight 

or, if this is not possible, by numbers.  

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32012L0019&qid=1438929351669
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32012L0019&qid=1438929351669
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Directive on end-of-life vehicles 

Directive 2000/53/EC of  18 September 2000 on end-of-life vehicles  

as amended by Directive (EU) 2016/774 of 18 May 2016  

References OJ L 269, 21.10.2000; last changed by OJ L 128, 19.05.2016 in line with Commission Directive 

(EU) 2016/774 of 18 May 2016   

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AJOL_2016_128_R_0002  

Main content / 

objective 

Core objective is to minimise the impact of waste from used vehicles on the environment, to 

ensure the better reuse of the materials used in vehicles and to improve energy conservation. It 

therefore stipulates in particular the establishment of appropriate collection schemes and 

measures for the recycling of used cars and the parts used therein. 

Principal  

definitions 

Vehicles designated as category M1 or N1 defined in Annex IIA to Directive 70/156/EEC, and 

three wheel motor vehicles as defined in Directive 92/61/EEC that become a waste within the 

meaning of Directive 2008/98/EG are considered end-of life vehicles (ELV) 

Key provisions ▸ demands the establishment of conditions leading to recycling-friendly vehicle design 

and construction, the creation of a collection and recycling network for end-of-life vehi-

cles and used parts, and eventually to compliance with target rates prescribed for the 

reuse, recycling and recovery of ELV components 

▸ Implementation of the separate collection of used parts and hazardous components and 

of measures leading to the take back of ELV by the relevant actors from the car industry 

and trade at no additional costs for the final car holder 

▸ obligation for take back and treatment facilities to undergo approval and registration 

▸  records and a proof on the disposal and recycling of ELV must be produced 

▸ Obligation to remove and separate certain components and hazardous substances dur-

ing the processing of ELV 

▸ Certain quota for re-use and recycling of vehicle components (85 % since 2015) and 

total utilization (95% since 2015) 

▸ Exclusion resp. limitation of certain heavy metals such as mercury, hexavalent chromi-

um, cadmium or lead in car components 

▸ Use of the standard material coding in view of an easier identification during the dis-

mantling process. 

▸ Car producers pursuant to Directive 2005/64/EG must comply with minimum require-

ments in view of the reusability and recyclability of car components used in production 

 

Directive on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators 

Directive 2006/66/EC of 6 September 2006 on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumula-

tors 

References OJ L 266, 26.9.2006; OJ L 76, 11.03.2008; OJ L 327, 5.12.2008; OJ L 329, 10.12.2013 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32006L0066:EN:NOT 

Main content / 

objective 

The primary objective is to minimize the negative impact of batteries and accumulators and 

waste batteries and accumulators on the environment. Further hereto requirements concerning 

the heavy metal content and labeling of batteries and accumulators shall be harmonized so to 

ensure the smooth functioning of the internal market and avoid distortion of competition within 

the Community. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AJOL_2016_128_R_0002
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32005L0064
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32006L0066:EN:NOT
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Directive 2006/66/EC of 6 September 2006 on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumula-

tors 

Principal  

definitions 

▸ are provided for different types of batteries placed on the market  

▸ in the scope of the Directive are  all batteries and accumulators placed on the market 

within the Community with some exemptions which include equipment designed to 

serve military purposes and used in space missions 

Key provisions ▸ prohibits placing on the market batteries or accumulators, whether or not incorporated 

into appliances, that contain more than 0,0005 % of mercury by weight; and portable 

batteries or accumulators, including those incorporated into appliances, that contain 

more than 0,002 % of cadmium by weight 

▸ prohibits disposal of industrial and automotive batteries and accumulators in landfill 

sites or incinerators 

▸ demands all operators involved in the life cycle of batteries and accumulators, e.g. pro-

ducers, distributors and end-users and, in particular, those operators directly involved 

in the treatment and recycling of waste batteries and accumulators to improve environ-

mental performance 

▸ specifies rules for the collection, treatment, recycling and disposal of waste batteries 

and accumulators and sets minimum collection and recycling targets  

▸ collection schemes ensuring a high collection rate should be established (minimum 

collection rate of 45 % to be achieved by 26 September 2016). Collection schemes so 

that end-users can discard all waste portable batteries and accumulators free of charge 

must be established 

▸ minimum recycling efficiencies of the following kind: 

-recycling of 65 % by average weight of lead-acid batteries and accumulators 

-recycling of 75 % by average weight of nickel-cadmium batteries and accumulators 

-recycling of 50 % by average weight of other waste batteries and accumulators. 

▸ Treatment and recycling schemes should use best available techniques, whereas the 

definition of recycling should exclude energy recovery 

▸ arrangements for a labeling system should be made 

▸ demands realization of producer responsibility, for this all producers should be regis-

tered. Producers should finance the costs of collecting, treating and recycling all col-

lected batteries and accumulators 

 

Other directives 

Directive 86/278/EEC of 12 June 1986 on the protection of the environment, and in particular of the soil, when 

sewage sludge is used in agriculture 

References OJ L 181, 04.07.1986 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31986L0278 

Main content / 

objective 

The European Union regulates use of sewage sludge in agriculture to prevent harmful effects on 

soil, vegetation, animals and humans. In particular it sets limits on the concentrations of certain 

substances in these sludge, bans the use of these sludge in certain cases and regulates the 

treatment of sludge. 

Important remark: New knowledge and technological progress have emerged since the Di-

rective came into force and aren’t therefore properly reflected in the provisions this legal act 

contains. This led to numerous initiatives to change the policy soon, or to let the entire subject 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31986L0278
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go up in other, more advanced regulations.  At national level, among others also in Germany, 

the commitments and objectives of sewage sludge use have already partly been expanded or 

changed and a long-term reduction of sewage sludge utilization in agriculture been initiated 

and/or the restrictions for such use significantly been increased vis á vis the kind of stipula-

tions in the Directive . 

Principal  

definitions 
Sludge as defined and covered by the Directive is any residual sludge from:  

▸ sewage plants treating domestic or urban waste waters and from other sewage plants treat-

ing waste waters of a composition similar to domestic and urban waste waters; 

▸ septic tanks and other similar installations for the treatment of sewage; or 

▸ sludge which has undergone biological, chemical or heat treatment, long-term storage or any 

other appropriate process so as significantly to reduce its fermentability and the health haz-

ards resulting from its use 

Key provisions ▸ prohibits the use of untreated sludge on agricultural land unless certain practices of 

integrating it to the soil and limit values for concentrations of harmful content are kept 

▸ restricts the sludge use to certain types of land, crops and time slots and requires that 

sludge should be used in such a way that account is taken of the nutrient requirements 

of plants and that the quality of the soil and of the surface and groundwater is not im-

paired. 

▸ specifies rules for the sampling and analysis of sludge and soils and sets out require-

ments for the keeping of detailed records  

 

Directive 96/59/EC of 16 September 1996 on the disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls and polychlorinated 

terphenyls (PCB/PCT) 

References OJ L 243, 24.09.1996 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31996L0059:EN:NOT 

Main content / 

objective 

This directive lays down rules to approximate the laws of the Member States on the controlled 

disposal of PCBs, the decontamination or disposal of equipment containing PCBs and/or the 

disposal of used PCBs in order to eliminate them completely. 

 

Directive 2006/21/EG on the management of waste from extractive industries and amending Directive 

2004/35/EC 

References L 102/15, 15.03.2006  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32006L0021 

Main content / 

objective 

Provides for measures, procedures and guidance to prevent or reduce as far as possible any 

adverse effects on the environment, in particular water, air, soil, fauna and flora and landscape, 

and any resultant risks to human health, brought about as a result of the management of waste 

from the extractive industries 

Principal  

definitions 

Covers the management of waste resulting from the prospecting, extraction, treatment and 

storage of mineral resources and the working of quarries, referred to as ‘extractive waste’ 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31996L0059:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32006L0021

